
Document-Based  
Investigations
Teach Students to Think Critically  l  Grades 6–12

HMH Social Studies



Promote Inquiry and  
Active Learning  
Inquiry is at the center of learning, challenging and preparing students 
for college and career. That is why you will find Document-Based 
Investigations in EVERY lesson.

Examples from United States History

Document-Based Investigations
•	 Support active inquiry and ask students to  

think critically as they read. 
•	 Encourage students to analyze primary  

sources like a historian 
•	 Culminate with evidence-based writing tasks  

at the end of each module

Art
Articles
Artifacts
Chronicles
Documents
Letters 
Manuscripts
Maps
Newspapers/Pamphlets

Sources of Inquiry
Students focus on inquiry, critical thinking, close 
reading, and writing as they work with a variety 
of historical, visual, and video sources including:

Passages from Novels
Photographs
Poems
Political Cartoons
Portraits
Quotes
Speeches
Supreme Court Cases
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Engaging students to analyze primary  
sources like a historian.



Nurture Critical 
Thinking
Essential Questions spark curiosity, 
guide instruction, and ask students 
to apply knowledge through writing 
tasks.

Learning Builds  
on Investigating History
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Point-of-use skills support
Drop-down arrows offer additional 
support for students who struggle with 
analysis of primary sources.
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World Civilizations, Module 6
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United States History, Module 11
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World History, Module 28
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American History, Module 21
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Revisit Essential 
Question—End-of-
Module Writing
Students are asked to demonstrate 
their understanding of the module 
content by answering the Essential 
Question.

Document-Based 
Investigation: Part 1
Students are provided the 
opportunity to review each 
Document-Based Investigation and 
strengthen their answers to prepare 
for the Performance Task in Part 2.

Modules end with an  
Essential Question writing task 
and cumulative DBI
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Document-Based 
Investigation: Part 2
Performance Tasks ask students to 
analyze and draw evidence from 
several relevant sources.
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To learn more and get an online preview, visit 

hmhco.com/hmh-social-studies

Uncover the Connections

HMH Social Studies
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